
Mumbai: Former Maharashtra
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh on
Monday approached the Bombay
High Court with a writ petition
against the FIR filed by the CBI
against him and unknown per-
sons on charges ofbribery, corrup-
tion and criminal conspiracy.

The CBI last month registered
the FIR under the Prevention of

Corruption Act and IPC, stating that
the preliminary enquiry (PE)
prima facie revealed that a cogniz-
able case is made out in the matter
wherein Deshmukh and un-
known others attempted to obtain
“undue advantage for improper
and dishonest performance ofhis
public duty”.

Besides a main prayer to quash

and set aside the FIR, pending
hearing, Deshmukh has also
sought interim protection from co-
ercive steps. The HC is likely to hear
the plea this week.

The CBI had initiated a probe

against Deshmukh after the
Bombay HC directed it to carry out
a preliminary enquiry into corrup-
tion allegations offormer Mumbai
Police Commissioner Param Bir
Singh against then Maharashtra

Home Minister Anil Deshmukh.
Terming the case “unprece-

dented”, the court on April 5 had
asked the CBI to complete the pre-
liminary probe as early as possible,
preferably within 15 days.    ENS

Mumbai:BJP president Chandrakant Patil triggered
a war of words and many questions on Monday
when he asked NCP minister Chhagan Bhujbal to
weigh his words while speaking about the BJP. Patil
said that Bhujbal should remem-
ber that he was only “out on bail”
and that he may have to pay a
heavy price.“Bhujbal should com-
ment on Pandharpur (by-election
results). Why should he speak
about Bengal… You are out on
bail, you have not been acquitted
yet. You should be careful about
what you say, or else you will have
to pay a heavy price…,” Patil said
while speaking to a Marathi tele-
vision channel.

Patil was reacting to a com-
ment by Bhujbal on the West
Bengal elections. “If elections
were held in the present circum-
stances, then the BJP would have
been completely wiped out in the
country. People have turned their
backs on the BJP. There is a wave
against the BJP,” senior NCP leader
and Food and Civil Supplies
Minister Chhagan Bhujbal had
told a Marathi news channel
while reacting to the West Bengal
poll results. Bhujbal on Monday
questioned Patil’s statement and
asked whether the BJP leader was
indicating that he could influence
the judiciary.                                           ENS
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MAHARASHTRA AIMS to provide
27.45 lakh drinking water tap con-
nections to 13 districts, 131 blocks
and over 12,000 villages during
2021-2022. This was proposed in
its annual plan under Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) to the central gov-
ernment at a virtual meeting last
month. There are 1.42 crore rural
households in the state, out of
which 91 lakh have access to piped
drinking water. 

For the ongoing financial year,
the state is expected to receive cen-

tral government funding worth Rs
3,000 crore towards the imple-
mentation ofthis programme.

Last year, the state government
provided 37.15 lakh connections.
As ofMay 3, a total of8,629 villages
have benefitted from the tap water
connections since the mission was
launched in 2019.. Wardha, Dhule,
Kolhapur and Satara remain ahead
in the total number oftap connec-
tions under this mission.

According to the current year's
plan, the state plans to impart
training to 42,000 personnel at
state and district levels, who are
engaged in water and sanitation
missions, and engineering cadre

along with programme manage-
ment unit staffthis year. Skill train-
ing will be offered to an additional
72,000 trades, including masons,
plumbers, fitter, motor mechan-
ics, pump operators, whose sup-
plementary services will be re-
quired in building these water
supply services. The state has also
adopted to undertake district field
water testing labs.

Since the launch of the 'Har
ghar jal' programme of JJM,
Jalgaon district along with 20
blocks and 7,737 villages have ob-
tained 100 per cent coverage of
drinking water through taps in
households.

Patil comment on Bhujbal
sparks political row

27.45 lakh homes to get drinking water
tap connections in state this year

Deshmukh moves Bombay High Court against CBI FIR
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